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SERMON NOTES AND SCRIPTURE

Exodus 13:1–10, 14, 17–22

1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of 
every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.”

3 Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat 
nothing containing yeast. 4 Today, in the month of Aviv, you are leaving. 5 When the Lord 
brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites—the 
land he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey—you are 
to observe this ceremony in this month: 6 For seven days eat bread made without yeast 
and on the seventh day hold a festival to the Lord. 7 Eat unleavened bread during those 
seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen 
anywhere within your borders. 8 On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the 
Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ 9 This observance will be for you like a sign 
on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your 
lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. 10 You must keep this 
ordinance at the appointed time year after year.

14 “In days to come, when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a 
mighty hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the 
Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might 
change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led the people around by the desert 
road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt ready for battle.

19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the Israelites swear 
an oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my 
bones up with you from this place.”

20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day the 
Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in 
a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the 
pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

Continued on next page.



Exodus 14:1–4, 13–14, 29–31

1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near 
Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite 
Baal Zephon. 3 Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in 
confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will 
pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.” So the Israelites did this.

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see 
again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their 
right and on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, 
and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the 
mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and 
put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

GROUP DISCUSSION

Please take a moment to read the passages of Scripture together as a group.

• How do we see the Israelites faith in this passage? 

• How do we see their weaknesses, fear and distrust? 

• Do you see yourself in this passage at all?

• How has faith impacted your family life? 

• What routines, rhythms and habits have you put into practice in your faith?

• Where do you see the rescuing hand of God in the hard times in your life?  


