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MINISTRY IN THE MESS, WEEK 2: A MATTER OF TRUST

Pastor Luke Uran – January 14, 2024

 
SERMON NOTES AND SCRIPTURE

Please take a few moments together as a group to read this passage.

2 Corinthians 1:2-2:13 (NIV)

Now this is our boast: Our conscience 

testifies that we have conducted 
ourselves in the world, and especially 
in our relations with you, with integrity 
and godly sincerity. We have done so, 
relying not on worldly wisdom but on 
God’s grace. For we do not write you 
anything you cannot read or understand. 
And I hope that, as you have understood 
us in part, you will come to understand 
fully that you can boast of us just as we 
will boast of you in the day of the Lord 
Jesus.

Because I was confident of this, I wanted 
to visit you first so that you might 
benefit twice. I wanted to visit you on 
my way to Macedonia and to come back 
to you from Macedonia, and then to have 
you send me on my way to Judea. Was I 
fickle when I intended to do this? Or do 
I make my plans in a worldly manner so 
that in the same breath I say both “Yes, 
yes” and “No, no”?

But as surely as God is faithful, our 
message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” 
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who 
was preached among you by us—by me 
and Silas and Timothy—was not “Yes” 
and “No,” but in him it has always been 
“Yes.” For no matter how many promises 

God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. 
And so through him the “Amen” is 
spoken by us to the glory of God. Now 
it is God who makes both us and you 
stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
set his seal of ownership on us, and 
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.

I call God as my witness—and I stake 
my life on it—that it was in order 
to spare you that I did not return to 
Corinth. Not that we lord it over your 
faith, but we work with you for your joy, 
because it is by faith you stand firm. 

So I made up my mind that I would not 
make another painful visit to you. For if 
I grieve you, who is left to make me glad 
but you whom I have grieved? I wrote as 
I did, so that when I came I would not 
be distressed by those who should have 
made me rejoice. I had confidence in all 
of you, that you would all share my joy. 
For I wrote you out of great distress and 
anguish of heart and with many tears, 
not to grieve you but to let you know the 
depth of my love for you.

If anyone has caused grief, he has not 
so much grieved me as he has grieved 
all of you to some extent—not to put it 
too severely. The punishment inflicted 



GROUP DISCUSSION 

1. Describe the traits you would see in someone who lived their life with sincerity 
and integrity. 
 

2. If someone looked at your life, would they say you lived with both of those at 
the forefront? Why did you answer that way? 
 

3. What part does flexibility play in your walk with God, if any? 
 

4. Do you have someone in your life whom you’ve given permission to bring up the 
hard topics and to challenge you in a healthy way? 
 

5. What is the connection between practical care and the gospel, and how can I put 
both into practice this week? 
 

6. What would you say are your priorities in life, and how do you live with Jesus at 
the center of them? 
 

7. How can our group pray for you this week?

on him by the majority is sufficient. Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort 
him, so that he will not be overwhelmed 
by excessive sorrow. I urge you, 
therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 
Another reason I wrote you was to see if 
you would stand the test and be obedient 

in everything. Anyone you forgive, I also 
forgive. And what I have forgiven—if 
there was anything to forgive—I have 
forgiven in the sight of Christ for your 
sake, in order that Satan might not 
outwit us. For we are not unaware of his 
schemes.
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