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Dr. John Crocker, First Evangelical Free Church, Rockford, IL.
People all over the world are concerned about pleasing God, or placating a hostile spiritual power.

But maybe you know some people who never give God a thought.  Maybe that’s true, or perhaps they are determined to suppress a deep innate realization that sooner or later they have to reckon with God.

I have seen religious folk crawling up the hundreds of stairs to St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, Canada.  I have seen old, arthritic people shuffling on their knees down the long center aisle in the famous Quiapo Church in Manila, Philippines.  I have seen people burning incense before hideous images in temples in Taiwan, and similar sights in other parts of Asia and Africa.

Why?  They hope their acts will earn them God’s favor.  They want to assuage their pangs of doubt and fear of a disapproving deity.

Is it all that different from the many who reluctantly sit through a church service and put a few dollars in the offering here in America?

They also hope that God will notice and approve.

· Is it possible to please God?  

In his letter to the church at Thessalonica, the apostle Paul writing on behalf of Silas and Timothy as well, said, “. . . we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts.” (1 Thessalonians 2:4)
He also wrote this about our Lord God: ‘So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.’ (2 Corinthians 5:9-10)   

Paul was writing to Christians in the church at Corinth.  The right goal in life was to please God because they would appear before him to give account.

Paul said he was looking forward to this.  He was brimming with confidence (2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

· The Bible is true; you and I must answer to God for what we have done in the body.

God takes you very seriously.  Just how seriously do we take God?  The way we live, the words we say, the things we do, the attitudes we have—would we be confident to go before the Lord’s judgment throne right now?

· The Apostle John wrote this letter to Christians in a part of the Roman Empire called Asia.  He wanted to correct some dangerous false teaching that had invaded the church there.

Some influential teachers were evidently indulging openly in sinful behavior, but they claimed to be the true children of God.

According to those teachers, it was not necessary for them to concern themselves with pleasing God in their bodies.  Their eternal destiny was secured, regardless of their lifestyle.

So John wrote this letter to the church: ‘I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray.’ (2:26)  
In the first 10 verses of chapter three in the Apostle John’s first letter I see two simple steps to pleasing God—and nothing is more important in life than these.

I. BE CERTAIN ABOUT WHO YOU ARE (3:1-2)

The apostle John speaks of being called the children of God and in fact being the children of God.

1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

God wants you to be certain that you are truly his child.  Not hope so or guess so, but know so!

How do you know for sure?  

The only ones who should be called the children of God are those who are in fact the children of God.

In his Gospel this same apostle wrote, ‘To all who received him (Christ), to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God . . . children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will but born of God.’ (John. 1:12,13)
Being a child of God is about who you are inside, spiritually; not just how you appear on the surface.

· The practice of veneering is an ancient art that has been refined over the years.  A wood veneer is a very thin layer of a particularly fine wood (like mahogany, ebony or rosewood) that is glued onto—laminated onto—an inferior wood or particle board to produce a beautiful, rich surface on furniture.

Jesus Christ is not a veneer that we laminate to our unchanged, sinful lives to make us look good and respectable.  Superficial Christianity is not Christianity at all.  Jesus doesn’t “stick” to filth.
The Scripture explains that if you are a Christian, you are a new creation; the old has gone the new has come.  The life of Christ goes right to the core of your being.  You are transformed.  

· Did you notice the exclamation points here in verse 1?

John wrote this with emotion. ‘How great!’  ‘Of what magnitude!’  

A literal translation of this first clause from the Greek text is, ‘Look at what kind of love the Father has given us.’  The phrase, what kind of is always used as an expression of astonishment.

The suggestion that people like us can be called children of God—well, that’s utterly astounding!

It’s inconceivable that anything could be more wonderful.

· The Christians in Asia needed that assurance.  John was so emphatic he added, ‘And that is what we are!’  

It’s not just a name.  It’s not just a veneer.  It’s real, to the core of your existence.

If you have received Christ Jesus as your Savior and placed your trust in him, then you are a child of God.

· John says the world doesn’t recognize who we are, because the world doesn’t know our heavenly Father.

But God your Father knows his children.

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

Those who have trusted Jesus Christ as their Savior are children of God now.

You don’t have to say, ‘One day I will be a child of God in heaven.’

You are not a spiritual orphan hoping that one day a gracious God might notice you and adopt you and take you to his home.
And as a child of God, God has promised something beyond your imagination.

The Apostle Paul, quoting Isaiah, said, ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him, but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.’ (1 Corinthians 2:9-10). 

God lavished his love on us when he sent his Son to suffer in our place the punishment God demanded for sin.  

Nothing pleases God about you more than you receiving his love by receiving his Son as your Savior.

That’s how you can be certain that you please God.

[2nd simple step to pleasing God]

II. BE CAREFUL ABOUT HOW YOU LIVE (3:3-10)

This is all about our behavior as God’s children.  God is pleased when the way you live shows that you know who you are.  Your behavior matches your identity.

There is such a thing as a godly lifestyle.

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.  

As a child of God, Christ’s life in you is supposed to be such a strong presence that it keeps a sinful society’s influence from seeping into you.

The Scripture that says to Christians, ‘ . . .the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.’ (1 John 4:4) is valid here as well.

Have you ever had a fountain pen with you on an airplane flight?  If you take the cap off, there’s ink all over the place.  It’s leaked out of the bladder.  Forced out, actually.  At altitude the air pressure in an airplane—especially older planes—is less than the air pressure on the ground.  So the air inside the ink bladder in the pen expands as the air pressure outside decreases.  As it expands it forces the ink out through the nib.  I have a fountain pen that doesn’t let that happen.  Actually, it’s not some schlocky pen; it’s a high-class writing instrument.  The pastoral and ministry staff gave it to me as a birthday present a few years ago.  It’s my favorite.

If the fullness of Christ’s life is in you, there isn’t enough pressure in the world out there to ooze into you and get you all messed up and filthy.  

· If we are children of God because of his great love for us, then our lives should show it.

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  

5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  

God sent his Son into the world because of a grave human crisis—sin. 

Everything we hope in as Christians; or security, our confidence in our salvation through faith in Christ, has its roots in the fact that God takes sin seriously.  

Jesus didn’t come to offer a little help to people who were making mistakes in life.

All mankind was trapped in the clutches of deadly sin.

· You can’t get rid of sin yourself.  It’s too much for you!

There’s a famous case in early English Criminal Law.  The English government wanted to stamp out pick-pocketing.  So it announced with fair warning that the next person caught picking a pocket would be hanged in the public square.  The occasion of the hanging drew a huge crowd.  More pockets were picked at the hanging of the pick-pocket that in the entire year.

None of our laws or regulations, incentives or prohibitions have ever been able to deal with the problem of sin.  Those things only prove how guilty we are.

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  

8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.  

Everything we believe and preach depends on Jesus Christ the Son of God coming to destroy the devil’s work.  His resurrection proved his victory. 

John Stott wrote in his work, The Cross of Christ, “Every Christian conversion involves a power encounter in which the devil is obliged to relax his hold on somebody’s life and the superior power of Christ is demonstrated.” (John R.W. Stott, The Cross of Christ. IVP, 1986) 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  It was the great, awesome, spellbinding work of God.  Peter suggests that it held the angels of heaven transfixed. (1 Peter 1:12)

If God invested so much in what Jesus did for us, how can it be okay to deliberately persist in sin? 

Taking sin lightly is the ultimate insult to God.

6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  

9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  

Anyone who has life in Christ, who remains in Christ, cannot also live in sin.

Sin is utterly foreign to the life of Christ.  So if you have new life in Christ, then you won’t live in sin.  It clashes—big time!

10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 
Christ came to set us free from the devil’s tyranny.

Do you want to please God?  Then be careful about how you live.  Take sin seriously.  God does.

Do you care about pleasing God?  Ultimately, that will be the main issue.  

The way to please God is simple, but it’s not easy.

Make sure that you are his child.  That is more pleasing to God than anything.  That’s why he sent his Son into this world—so that you can be called a child of God.  There’s a way you can make sure.

Be careful about how you live.  Yes, you’ve sinned and I’ve sinned.  But God’s word is clear; there is no way you can make a valid claim to be God’s child and take sin lightly.
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